
 

Against the co-optation of the CN 
narrative

Lessons learned from the netCommons project



  

network infrastructure 

        as commons



Key finding (?)

- The major obstacles against CNs are 

political, legal, and social

- There are very good examples on how to solve the 

  economic challenges (guifi.net, freifunk.net)

→ Success stories EVEN IF …

- Need of more advocacy, regulation, reach-out, 

  community building, collective learning, etc.

→ Not of yet-another blockchain solution! :-)





Key question(s)

Commoning as a brand (like “sharing”)

- Itself a common good co-created by all of you 

Should we protect this identity as a common good 

and how?

Where are the limits of what a community network is?



Key dimensions of CNs: 
locality and empowerment

How far should automation go? 

- How far removing awareness and responsibility

- How far giving (lit.) away power, control, money  

Different layers of “commoning” tools 

- Hardware

- Software

- Data

- Trust

- Nudging

Colonialism?







Take away (?)

We should demonize expertise but localize it!
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